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Ten  Ilile  Cree3  ^ 
Estates.  ■ 
Lewis  6t  Clark  / 


^ontanii  State  Lib; 


3 0864  1006  8425  0 


A C Knkjht.  M D .F.C.C 
Director 


Montana  State  Library,  Helena,  TL?  59601 

Bob  Rasmussen,  WiSTEQI,  2301  Colonial  Drive,  Helena,  MT  59601 

City- County  Heal.th  Departrrent,  201  S.  Last  Chance  Gulch,  Helena,  MP  59601 

City-County  Planning  Board,  38  South.  Main,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Environnental  Quality  Counci].,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Departt^nt  of  Ccmmunit^^  Affairs,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Dapartirent  of  Fish  and  Game,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Deparbrent  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  & Geology,  c/o  Ifcmtana  Tech,  W.  Park  St. , Butte,  MT  59701 
Fire  Marshall  Bureau,  Department  of  Justice,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  511  Sanders,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Office  of  Interstate  Landsales  Registration,  Attn:  Carlton  Goodwin,  Title  Bldg. , 
Room  324,  909  17th  St.,  Denver,  CO  80202 
Lewis  and  Clark  County  Commission,  Courtliouse,  Helena,  iiT  59601 
Lewis  and  Clark  County  Sheriff,  15  North  Ewing,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Bob  Graber,  Project  Planning,  Dept,  of  Highways,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Gcwemor's  Office,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Information  Unit,  Dept,  of  Health  & Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 


Re:  Ten  Mile  Creek  Estates 
Lewis  and  Clark  County 


Ladies  & Gentlemen: 


The  enclosed  preliminary  environmental  review  has  been  prepared  for  Ten  Mile 
CreeJc  Estates  in  Lewis  and  Clark  County  and  is  submtteki  for  youi:  consideration. 
Questions  and  cciiments  will  be  accepted  until  March  24,  1978.  One  extension  of 
time  not  to  exceed  seven  days  vrill  be  granted  vpon  request  if  there  i.s  sufficient 
reason  for  tlie  request.  All  camments  should  he  sent  to  the  undersigned. 


state  documents  collection 

MAK  14  1978 

MONTANA  STATE  LIBRARY 
930  E lyndale  Ave. 

' Montana  59601 


Sincerely, 


r' 

Edward  W.  Casne,  Chief 
Subdivision  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
Phone:  449-3946 
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EEO/AFFiRMATIVE  ACTION  AGENCY 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMEiYIAl.  REVIEIV 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 


Division/ Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division  Subdivision  Bureau 
Prv5  ject  or  Applical  ion  Ten  Mile  Creek  Estates 

Description  of  Proiect  150  lots  on  61+  acres  between  the  Interstate  Highv/ay  15  and 
rtontana  Avenue  north  of  Helena, 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHi'SICAL  ENVIROLCTEMf 


Comments  on 

1. 

Terrestrial  and  aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

Major 

Moderate 

Minor 

None 

UnknovTn 

Attached  Pages 

X 

2. 

Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

X 

Comment  #1 

3. 

# 

Geology  and  soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

X 

Vegetation  cover,  quant- 
ity and  quality 

X 

5. 

Aesthetics 

X 

6. 

Air  quality 

X 

7. 

Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited  en- 
vironmental. resouroes 

X 

8. 

Denands  on  environ- 
mental resources  of 
land,  water,  air  and 
energy 

X 

Comirent  #2 

9. 

Historical  and  arch- 

aeological  sites 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/preliminaryenvi1978wing_0 


POTr]m'’IAL  IMPACTS  ON  HOI'AN  ENVIRONrCMT 


Major 

Moderate 

Minor 

None 

Unknown 

Corruiientr;  on 
Attaclied  I’agcs 

1. 

Social  sLiaictures  and 
mores 

X 

2. 

Cultural  uniqueness 
and  diversity 

X 

3. 

Local  anci  state  tax 
base  and  lax  revenue 

X 

4. 

Agricultura],  or  in- 
dustrial production 

> 

X 

5. 

Human  I’.ealth 

x:.  _ 

6. 

Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  coinmLinily 
and  per’sojial  income 

X 

7. 

Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
w’ilderness  activities 

X 

8. 

Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  Quployment 

X 

9. 

Distribution  and 
density  of  fK)pulation 
ajid  housiiig 

X 

ID. 

Demands  for  go\/ern~ 
merit  services 

X 

11. 

Industrial  and  commer- 
cial activity 

X 

12. 

Demands  for  energy 

X 

Coirmeht  i!2 

13. 

Locally  adopted  en- 
viionjnGnta.l  plans  and 
goals 

X 

Approved  ly 
Plan.  Brd. 

14. 

Transportation  net- 
works and  traffic  flows 

X 

L_ 

Garment  #3 

Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 
which  Jiiay  have  overlapping  jurisdiction.  Local  PlaTining  Board 
Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  ~~~  ' 

this  PER.  Helena  Schools;,  D.O.H. 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation 

of  EIS.  To  be  deterirdried  fron  reaction  to  this  P.E.R. 


PER  Prepared  by: 


Tncrras  d.  Wing;-  P.E. 
DATE:  3/8/78 
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PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMEISfl’AL  REVIEIV 


Depairtment  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences 

Ten  Mile  Creek  Estates 
Lev/is  and  Clark  County 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  SUBDIVISION  - 

Ten  Mile  Creek  Estates  is  a 150  lot  subdivision  on  61+  acres  in  the  Helena 
Valley.  It.  is  located  imrrediately  North  of  Treasure  State  Acres  and  Capitol 
Mcbile  Village  between  Montana  Avenue  and  the  Interstate  Highway  15.  It  is 
to  be  serviced  by  public  water  and  sewer  systems  to  be  constructed  by  the 
developer . 

The  v/ater  system  is  to  be  supplied  by  tvr)  large  wells  located  V7ithin  the  si±>- 
division.  Operation  and  maintenance  will  be  controlled  by  a hcmeowriers  associ- 
ation or  a trust  organization. 

The  sewage  treatment  system  proposed  is  an  evaporative  lagoon  lcx:ated  approxi- 
mately 1/2  mile  libst  of  the  subdivision  near  Prickly  Pear  Creek.  The  water 
table  in  the  area  is  near  the  surface  and  precautions  will  be  necessary  in  the 
location  and  construction  of  the  lagoon  to  protect  'the  grounctvater . Complete 
plans  are  not  yet  available.  Operation  and  maintenance  will  be  by  a homeowners 
association  or  a trust  organizati-on. 


POTENTIAL  IMP/iCTS  ON  HOMAN  AtD  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT  - 

1.  The  developer  has  proposed  to  underdrain  the  lagoon  areja  to  ]-av;er  the  water 
table  to  acceptable  limits.  This  may  be  feasible,  but  seme  additional  problems 
are  created  by  this  proposal.  The  water  drained  off  must  be  discharged  either 
into  the  Bureau  of  Reclaination  drainage  ditch  or  directly  into  Prickly  Pear 
Creek. 

In  either  case,  a discharge  permit  will  be  required  and  certain  limits  will  be 
imposed  on  the  discharge.  Prickly  Pear  Creek  is  not  of  exceptionally  high  quality 
now  since  it  receives  discharge  from  the  Helena  sewage  treatment  plant. 

2.  Sixty-one  (61)  acres  of  agricultureal  land  wjtl  be  removed  frem.  production, 
however,  the  land  is  relatively  close  to  Helena  and  fits  into  the  growth  plan 
acceptable  to  local  plainners  for  the  Helena  Valley  as  evidence  by  planning  board 
approval . 

Energy  use  in  the  forms  of  electricity,  natural  gas  and  other  heating  fuels  will 
constiture  a substantial  increased  load  on  the  energy  supplies.  However,  Montana 
Power  anticipates  no  problems  supplying  this  subdivision  at  this  time. 
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•Preliminary  Environmental  Review 
Ten  Mile  Creek  Estates 
Page  2 


3.  The  Department  of  Highways  presented  the  following  comment: 

"We  v-ould  estimate  approximately  900  ADT  (Average  Daily  Trips)  generated 
by  the  proposal.  Without  further  details  presented  to  show  what  access, 
if  any,  exists  to  Montana  Avenue  from  streets  oricaited  northward,  we  must 
assume  all  traffic  would  utilize  the  proposed  access  to  Montana  Avenue. 

The  1976  traffic  count  on  Montana  Avenue  just  south  of  its  intersection 
with  Mill  Road  is  5,390  ADT.  The  ADT  just  south  of  Beaverhead  Road  is 
7,246. 

The  cumulative  effects  of  traffic  generated  by  developing  subdivisions 
is  steadily  congesting  Montana  Avenue.  It  is  presently  very  near  capacity, 
therefore,  any  additional  traffic  severely  compounds  existing  traffic 
probleriis. " 

In  order  to  reduce  the  traffic  impact  the  developer  proposed  to  construct  a 
deceleration  lane  for  the  entrance  to  the  subdivision. 
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